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NOTES FROM THE MEDICAL PRESS 

IN CHAHGE OF 

ELISABETH ROBINSON SCOVIL 

Cheap Absobbent Dbessings. — The British Medical Journal 
recommends the use of bags of sawdust, spagnum moss and peat moss 
as absorbent dressings for freely discharging wounds. They are also 
of use in cases of incontinence of urine. 

Treatment of Canceb. — A communication to the Medical Record 
from an Edinburgh physician speaks strongly in favor of the treatment 
of cancer, tuberculosis and malaria by injections of a preparation 
of the secretion of the pancreatic gland, including both trypsin and 
amylopsin. This is presented as the scientific solution of the prob- 
lem of curing these diseases and especial emphasis is laid on the case 
of cancer. The remedy is prepared in the form of a dry powder, which 
will keep indefinitely in any climate, and which can be dissolved for 
injection in a few minutes. 

Pebtussis and Vaccination. — The Journal of the American Medi- 
cal Association says in an editorial that this disease, "which kills yearly 
ten thousand American children" has an indefinite onset and long 
duration and its seriousness is not appreciated by the public. Favor- 
able results in the prophylactic use of vaccine are reported. This 
points to the possibility of reducing the morbidity and the mortality 
of whooping cough. 

Tubpentine as a Hemostatic. — The Lancet notes the value of 
turpentine as a hemostatic, especially in secondary hemorrhage. The 
area to be treated is freed from blood clots and debris and the turpen- 
tine applied. It is particularly valuable in cases when no bleeding 
points can be caught and the hemorrhage is alarming. 

Ntjbsing in Pbegnancy. — In answer to an inquiry the Journal 
of the American Medical Association states that so far as at present 
known the existence of pregnancy has no bad effect on the breast milk, 
except its reduction in certain cases. In an extract from the American 
Journal of Physiology it is mentioned that an observer found the trans- 
fusion of blood from a pregnant goat into a lactating one temporarily 
inhibited the milk secretion. 
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Pediculosis Capitas. — A writer in the Medical Record recalls 
the fact that for the extermination of pediculosis in the hair, kero- 
sene should be used at night and a towel wrapped about the head. 
In the morning the hair should be combed with a fine tooth comb that 
has been soaked in vinegar all night. After this a thorough application 
of ammoniated mercury ointment, full strength, should be made. 

Spiritus Etheris Nitrosi. — The British Medical Journal says 
that owing to the rapid loss of ethyl nitrite, the active ingredients in 
the mixture known as sweet spirits of nitre, upon the addition of water, 
it should not be diluted until just before it is given to the patient. 

Prevention of Mumps. — A writer in the American Journal of 
Diseases of Children, relates the result of protective injections in the 
case of twenty children who were exposed to mumps. Whole blood 
was used from children recovering from mumps in various stages and 
was injected intramuscularly. There were no disagreeable mani- 
festations, neither rise of temperature nor local reaction. Three chil- 
dren did not come into direct contact with the disease and the remain- 
ing seventeen did not contract it. In the wards where the children were 
not protected by the injection, fully one-third to one-half came down 
with the disease. 

Control of Typhoid. — Dr. M. W. Richardson says in the Boston 
Medical and Surgical Journal that the most effective means of prevent- 
ing typhoid is to "wash your hands before handling food, whether it 
be for yourself, or for other people's use." 

Too Frequent Breast Feedings. — A writer in the Lancet depre- 
cates the custom of urging women to nurse their babies at two-hour 
intervals, nine or ten times during the twenty-four hours. He con- 
siders it injurious to mother and child and as responsible for weaning 
in an enormous number of cases. It cannot usually be endured for 
more than a month and if persisted in is not beneficial. 

Complications of Vaccination. — The Journal of the American 
Medical Association, in an editorial commenting on the complications 
of vaccination, says that tetanus which is the most common is probably 
due to subsequent infection of the wound and not to the presence of the 
tetanus organism in the vaccine virus. Vaccination is a surgical pro- 
cedure and should be performed with aseptic precautions by a pains- 
liaking physician and the wound properly cared for until it is healed. 

Ten Commandments of the Wounded. — An Italian surgeon has 
issued a decalogue for the Italian soldiers. The commandments relating 
to wounds forbid touohing them with the fingers and recommend the 
immediate application of iodine, covering it with gauze from the first 
aid packet. Bleeding should be arrested by a tourniquet but the con- 
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striction should not be kept up for more than two hours for fear of 
gangrene resulting. 

Effect of Work on the Blood. — The Journal of the American 
Medical Association says that experiment shows that the percentage of 
hemoglobin and the number of red blood corpuscles, and therefore the 
oxygen-carrying capacity of a unit volume of blood, are increased under 
conditions of work causing an appreciable amount of perspiration. 
If no perspiration, there is no such increase. 

Congenital Syphilis. — In some experiments conducted in the 
East End of London to ascertain the prevalence of syphilis among the 
new-born, it was found that out of 1015 examined only 14 gave positive 
reactions, only one showed manifest symptoms at the time of birth. 
Only 4 out of 27 syphilitic women had syphilitic children. 

Wounded in the War. — Sir William Osier states that during 
the first ten months of the war the killed numbered 50,432, the equiva- 
lent of the annual toll taken in England alone by the tuberculosis bacil- 
lus. Of the wounded up to date, 60 per cent have returned to duty. 
Tetanus, which at first was a frequent complication, has been largely 
prevented by protective inoculation, given at the first dressing station. 

Prevention of Tuberculosis. — Dr. George M. Hober, president 
of the National Association for the Study and Prevention of Tuber- 
culosis, in an address at a meeting in Seattle, recommends amongst 
other special measures of prevention, compulsory notification of all 
cases, enforcement of anti-spitting laws, prohibition of common drinking 
cups, proper sanitation of hotels, lodging houses, theatres, churches, 
schools, ambulances and trains, the prohibition of the marriage of tuber- 
culosis persons and the isolation of tuberculosis patients. 

Loss of Weight in the Newly Born. — Dr. Jacobi, in a com- 
munication to the Journal of the American Medical Association, reiter- 
ates that the decrease of weight in new born infants is caused by the 
loss of water, eliminated through the lungs, skin, kidneys and intestines. 
This should be supplied by adding barley water to the milk after a 
few days, or giving it at first, if the mother's milk is slow in coming; 
it may be sweetened with cane sugar. 

Prenatal Care. — A French medical journal says that the child 
is carried longer and is more perfectly developed at birth when the 
woman can rest during the last few weeks. The human ovum cannot 
develop normally unless the uterus is sound, therefore hygiene before 
conception is very necessary. 



